Uses of Shorelands 


With very few exceptions, the beds of navigable waterways © 
in Ontario are Provincial Crown land. On shore, adjacent 
to the water, there is often a strip of land some twenty 
meters wide which is either a road allowance owned by the 
municipality, a road allowance owned by the Crown, or a 
Crown shoreline reserve. 


Road allowances identified as such in the original surveys 
of townships exist whether or not there actually are roads 
on them. Crown shoreline reserves commonly exist where | 
there is no original road allowance. | 


Beds of Waterways: 


Usually the ‘bed’ of a navigable waterway extends up to the 
high water mark, and this bed is Crown Land. A shoreline | 
property owner, or an owner of land adjoining a Crown 
shoreline reserve or road allowance, who has a dock, 
boathouse, or similar structure on this Crown land is 
generally allowed free use of the occupied land so long as 
the property and facilities (dock, etc.) are used only for 
private, non-commercial purposes. 


Where Crown land is used for any commercial purpose, 
such as a marina, or is occupied by any structure which 
contains living or sleeping accommodations, or has been 
filled to create significant dry land where lake or river bed 
once existed, the user or occupant is obliged to take out 
proper land use authority and pay appropriate fees. 

Before doing any work on the shoreland of a waterway, a 
work permit must be obtained from the local district 
manager of the Ministry of Natural Resources. In addition, 
if the installation might interfere with navigation, written 
permission may be required from Transport Canada under 
the Navigable Waters Protection Act. 


Shoreline Allowances 
and Reserves: 


Road allowances within municipalities are owned by the 
municipal corporation. Where a person’s property is in a 
municipality and is fronted by a shoreline road allowance 
that he wishes to purchase, he must apply to the 
municipality. 


Road allowances in territory without municipal organiza- 
tion, and Crown shoreline reserves anywhere, are owned by 
the Crown and may, in most instances, be purchased or 
leased by the abutting owner. A landowner who wishes to 
acquire title to the allowance or reserve in front of his 
property should make application to the local district 
manager of the Ministry of Natural Resources as listed in 
Publication No. 5163. 


In the event that this publication does not provide you with 
the information you need, you should contact any of the 
Ministry of Natural Resources district offices or call Public 
Lands in Toronto at (416) 965-2743. 
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